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ment, and there are a few instances of Templars kept in
captivity for life by the Order because of their offences.
Except in the graver cases, a chapter had power to mitigate
the prescribed sentences, When a brother was found guilty
of a charge, his past conduct was taken into account before
judgment was given, and on the ground of services rendered
to the Order, a popular and valuable member might have the
penalty drastically reduced, In certain circumstances, a
brother could appeal against the sentence of his local chapter
to a superior tribunal of the Temple, but little advantage
seems to have been taken of this procedure.
The complete Rule was a very confidential document which
few of the brethren ever saw. The simple knight knew only
a small number of the regulations} as a brother rose in the
hierarchy he was instructed in further sections of the Rule and
might have a written copy of some of the paragraphs} but
the complete set of statutes for the government of the Temple
was confined to the very greatest officers. From time to
time, the number of complete copies of the Rule was revised
and unnecessary copies were withdrawn and, apparently,
destroyed. Everything was done to keep the Rule secret,
and one of the most serious offences which a brother could
commit was to reveal any part of it. The Rule contains
nothing discreditable to the brotherhood and has much that is
highly meritorious to the Order j but the Templars loved to
surround regulations and ceremonies with mystery, a childish
indulgence for which they later paid in frightful tortures.